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KREWE DE LA NOBLESSEPRIVATE 


Operational Guidelines


Article 1


Name and Purpose

Section A. Name:
The name of the Organization will be "KREWE de la NOBLESSE, Inc.

Section B.  Purpose:
The purpose of this Krewe de la Noblesse, Inc. shall be to:

a. Sponsor a forum for the celebration of the Mardi Gras holiday by a group of social friends.

b. Provide social functions for members during the year.


Article II


Board of Directors/Officers
Section A.  Board of Directors/Officers:
Krewe de la Noblesse will be governed by a Board of Directors/Officers.

1. The Board of Directors/Officers will consist of seven (7) elected members.

a. No Board member shall serve on the Board of Directors of Noblesse simultaneously with any other Krewe.

2. Upon retirement of a Board member/Officer, the board may appoint a new Board member/Officer from the Krewe for the remainder of their term, if there is less than one year remaining. Otherwise, a special election shall be called to permit the membership to elect a new officer.

3. The Board of Directors/Officers shall serve three year staggered terms.  The following Board of Directors/Officers’ positions shall expire simultaneously:

a. President and Secretary;

b. First Vice President, Captain and Krewe Representative;

c. Second Vice President and Treasurer

4. The Board of Directors/officers shall be elected by the general  membership of the Krewe as their terms expire. All elections will be held prior to the Organizational Meeting.

a. A Director choosing to run for an open position will forfeit his seat.

b. The forfeited seat will be voted on at the same time as the termed director.
5. All final decisions will be made by the Board of Directors/Officers.

a. Suggestions will be received from the Krewe members and reviewed by the Board of Directors/Officers.

Section B.  Board Duties:
1. Maintain fiscal responsibility for the affairs of the Krewe.

a. Pay legitimate Krewe expenses.  Funds shall not be disbursed without prior approval of the Board at their monthly meetings.

b. Two (2) authorized signatures are required on the issuance of all checks.

c. Provide an annual fiscal report to membership at the annual meeting.

d. Prepare annual and events budgets.

2. Review and final approval of contracts and insurance.

3. Annual theme of the Ball and Krewe activities.

4. Identifies and coordinates all working committees.

5. Establish calendar dates for all meetings and social events including the annual Ball.

6. Establish annual dues for the membership.

7. Conduct election of directors/officers.

8.
 Hold in confidence such matters as the Board deems necessary.

Section C.  The Officer titles and duties shall be:
1. Captain

a. King/Queen 

b. Court

c. Ball

d. Presentation

e. Script

f. Committee responsibilities as assigned by President.

2. Duties of President

a. Presides over all meetings.

b. Instruct each officer to prepare a permanent file which shall be passed on to their successor.

c. Require regular reports of every officer and committee Chairman and see each officer is fulfilling their obligation

d. Sign Checks.

e. Delegates and Coordinates each officer’s committee assignments for the coming year.

3. First vice-president

a.
Preside in the absence of the President.

b.
Preside in the absence of the Treasurer. 

c.
Sign checks

d.
Receive and delegate all correspondence to Krewe unless it is specifically addressed to someone’s attention

e.
Committee responsibilities as assigned by President.

4. Second Vice President

a.
Preside in the absence of both the President and 1st Vice President

b.
Committee responsibilities as assigned by President.

c. 
Sign checks. 

5.  Secretary

a.
Record all minutes of Board Meetings and special meetings called by the board.

b.
File the original and mail within one week after meeting a copy of minutes to all Officers. 

c.
Assist Captain and President with all correspondence.

d.
Prepare membership roster.

e. 
File necessary documents with Secretary of State.

f.
Committee responsibilities as assigned by President.

6. Treasurer

a.
Collect dues and all funds of the Krewe and disburse funds approved by the board and keep accurate records.

b.
Prepare a statement for each meeting and prepare complete reports at the end of the year of all funds collected and disbursed. 

c.
Keep accounts available for audit.

d.
Serve as chairman of the budget committee.

e.
Committee responsibilities as assigned by President.

7. Krewe Representative

a.
Liaison between Krewe and Board.

b. 
Membership

c. 
Keep an accurate roll of those in attendance at meetings.

d. 
Committee responsibilities as assigned by President

e.            Notify officers of the time and place for meetings

Article III

Membership
Section A.  Membership

a.
Membership shall consist of 200 members.  Married members must apply jointly.

b.
Membership of the Krewe de la Noblesse, Inc. shall be by invitation only.

c.
Applicants shall be recommended by a Krewe member in good standing.

d.
Out of area members shall be limited to 20 members.

e.
Final approval for membership to Krewe de la Noblesse shall be by the Board of Directors/Officers.

Section B.  Membership Privileges and Responsibilities:
a.
Members are entitled to attend all social events. Single members may bring a date to Krewe social events. A fee will be charged accordingly to the event.

b.
Only members are eligible to participate in Krewe presentations and parades.

c.
Vote in elections.

d.
Run in elections.

e.
Participate in Krewe activities.  This is an adult only Krewe.  Guests, including children or grandchildren of Krewe members who are invited to various Krewe activities must be at least 18 years old. 

Article IV


Dues

Section A: 

a. A non-refundable annual dues amount shall be established by the Board of Directors/Officers and presented to the membership at the annual meeting in March.

b. Applications will be sent out after the Ball and prior to the annual meeting.  No applications will be accepted  postmarked prior to the date set by the Board.
Section B:  

1.
All dues must be paid by April 30th  of each year. Members who do not pay their dues by April 30th  will be assessed a                          $25.00 late fee until May 15th at which time they will be dropped from the membership rolls.

2. 
New members have until May 31st to pay full membership dues, at which time membership will be closed.

Section C.

1.
 The Board of Directors/Officers may grant exceptions with regards to hardship cases. 

Section D.

1.
 Dues include all Krewe social events; dues moneys do not include drinks, favors, beads, Court costumes or admission                  fees to fund raising events unless designated by the Board.


Article V 

Elections

Section A: Nominating Process:

1. A slate of candidates for office shall be prepared from members who volunteer to serve in a designated office      through the nominating process.

2. The Board of Directors/Officers shall send nominating forms to all Krewe members 30 days prior to the annual     meeting.

3. Nomination forms must be returned to Board of Directors prior to annual meeting.

4. Meeting the candidates shall occur at the annual meeting.

5. Self nominations or nominations from floor may occur at the annual meeting.

6. Board of Directors/Officers will publish and mail a ballot within 7 days of the conclusion of the annual meeting.

Section B:  Voting Process:

1.
All ballots shall be embossed with Krewe crest.

2.
All ballots shall be mailed to all members with stamped, self-addressed envelopes;

3.
Voting shall be by secret mailed ballot to P. O. Box 6692, Lake Charles, Louisiana 70606 to be received by the Board prior to the annual meeting.

Section C:  Counting Process:

1.
A committee of Tellers composed of three {3) members shall be appointed by the Board from among the non-candidate                Krewe members. 

2.        Ballots shall be tallied and results given during the annual meeting.

Section D: Voting by Proxy:

1.
Proxy votes will be accepted for the election of officers provided that signed proxy instructions accompany the ballot.


Article VI


Meetings
Section A:  Membership Meetings:

a.
Annual meeting to end the Krewe year.

b. 
Krewe year ends March 31st.

c.
Organizational meeting to begin the new Krewe year.

d. 
Krewe year begins April 1st.

e.
Other membership meetings as determined by the Board of Directors/Officers on a date, time and place set by the Board.

Section B:  Board of Director Meetings:
1.
The Board of Directors/Officer shall hold regularly scheduled meetings at a date, time, and place determined by the Board.

2.
Board meetings are scheduled for a time that will be agreed upon by the Board of Directors each month.


Article VII

Operational Guidelines Revisions

Section A:

1.
These operating guidelines may be amended at any time by a 2/3 affirmative vote of the Board.

Section B:

1.
Proposed amendments from the membership shall be submitted to the board through the Krewe Representative and may be submitted at any time.


STANDING RULES

1.
BALL ATTIRE IS STRICTLY FORMAL, TUXEDOS AND FLOOR-LENGTH GOWNS ONLY.

2.
Ladies formal wear must touch the heel of her shoe in the back; no calf-Length or TEA-Length gown will be acceptable.


a. No members or guest of members will be allowed to enter the Presentation and Ball area in less than formal attire,           with appropriate accessories.  


b. Security will be present at the point of entry and during the entire ball to enforce these regulations.

3.
Any male participating in the Presentation will be required to wear tails and white gloves.

4.
Each Krewe member receives four tickets (includes member and three (3) guests):


a. If available, additional tickets may be purchased, with a limit of 4 per member; payment is due when request is made. b. Requests will be honored on a first-request basis.

5.
King and Queen will receive 16 tickets each to attend the Ball.  Any additional tickets must be purchased, with a limit of 4 per member; payment is due when request is made.  

6.
Dukes and Duchesses will receive 8 tickets each to attend the Ball.  Any additional tickets must be purchased, with a limit of 4 per member; payment is due when request is made. 

7.
Immediate Past Court. The King and Queen will receive 8 tickets each to attend the Ball and the Dukes and Duchesses will receive 6 tickets each to attend the Ball.  Any additional tickets must be purchased, with a limit of 4 per member; payment is due when request is made. 

8.
Children will be allowed to attend the Presentation only if parent is member of Present Court; all children must adhere to the dress code and be properly escorted. Children must leave once the Presentation has ended and court photos are completed.  

a. Children's parade - Children,  grandchildren, nieces or nephews of Krewe members 17 years old or younger, may participate  in the Children’s Day Parade and activities on Parade Day only and must be accompanied by said Krewe member.



9.
No one under the age eighteen (18) will be admitted to the Ball.


a. Security may require recognized age identification if age is questionable. Violators will be escorted from the premises.

B. Court:

a. Each member of Court (with the exception of the Captain) will be responsible for the cost of their own                       costumes.

a. A signed contract will be required.
b. Court members are self- nominated and chosen by the luck of the draw.

c. There will be four (4) Dukes and four (4) Duchesses serving on the Court.

d. The titles of the Present King and Queen shall remain King Gabriel Noblesse and Queen Ashley Noblesse and               remain thus year after year.

e. When more than one (1) couple self-nominates for King and Queen positions, priority will be given to past                        Dukes/Duchesses of Noblesse in the selection process.

f. Court members will receive Royalty Guidelines.

C. Debutantes:

1. Debs submitted must be a daughter, granddaughter or niece related to Krewe members (sponsors).

2. Unmarried girls who are between the ages of 18 and 23 years of age who have never been married nor have children and that have not been previously presented as a Debutante may be considered as Debutantes

a. The applicants will be considered with a paid membership.  

b. Debs will be required to wear full white formal gowns and the escorts must wear black tails and white         gloves. 

c. A fee will be assessed to the sponsor of every Deb presented.

d. Debs and their escorts will each receive a ticket to the Ball.

D. Committeemen:

b. Committeemen must be at least 18 years of age and must provide their own black tails and white gloves.

c. Committeemen and their guest will each receive one (1) ticket to the Ball. Their guest must also be at least 18          years of age.

STANDING COMMITTEES

Assigned by President based on needs and ability:

.
General Membership Meetings




 

2. 
Photographer/Video 


 

3. 
VIP list




 

4.
Fund Raisers



 

5. 
Social #1



 

6. 
Social #2



 

7.
Royal Court & Costumes 


 

8. 
Entertainment



 

9. 
Program Ads



         

10.
Program & Invitations


 

11. 
Past Court



 

12. 
Seating




 

13. 
Parade/Costumes


 

14.  
Floats

15.  
Gumbo

16. 
Committeemen

17.
Publicity

18.  
Telephone

19.  
Debutantes

20. 
New Members

21.  
Public Relations (Christmas Social, Gumbo Cook-Off, Mardi Gras Museum Cook-Off)

22.  
Krewe Trip

23.  
Krewe Favors

24. 
Decorations

25.  
Security

26.
Catering
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